THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

George."   To Augustine, in the only letter now ex-
tant, Washington wrote, "The pleasure of your com-
pany at Mount Vernon always did, and always will
afford me infinite satisfaction," and signed himself
"your most affectionate brother."     Surviving this
brother, he left handsome bequests to all his children.
Samuel, the eldest of his own brothers, and his
junior by but two years, though constantly corre-
sponded with, was not a favorite.    He seems to have
had extravagant tendencies, variously indicated by
five marriages, and by (perhaps as a consequence)
pecuniary difficulties.    In  1781, Washington wrote
to another brother, "In God's name how did my
brother Samuel get himself so enormously in debt ?"
"Vety quickly requests for loans followed, than which
nothing was more irritating to Washington.     Yet,
though he replied that it would be " very inconve-
nient" to him, his ledger shows that at least two
thousand dollars were advanced, and in a letter to
this brother, on the danger of borrowing at interest,
Washington wrote, "I do not make these observations
on account of the money I purpose to lend you, be-
cause all I shall require is that you return the net
sum when in your power, without interest7'    Better
even than this, in his will Washington discharged the
debt

To the family of Samuel, Washington was equally
helpful For the eldest son he obtained an ensigncy,
and "to save Thornton and you [Samuel] the ex-
pence of buying a horse to ride home on, I have lent
him a mare," Two other sons he assumed all the
expenses of, and showed an almost fatherly interestnd
